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Preface
Nearly fifty years ago a group of concerned New Haven physicians organized a
tumor registry for Connecticut that would allow a systematic evaluation of cancer in
the state. These physicians could not have imagined the impact that their initiative
would bring to cancer research not only in Connecticut and the United States, but to
other continents as well. In retrospect it is simple to recognize how the Connecticut
Tumor Registry has served as a catalyst for cancer reseach and cancer control, and in
many ways the papers presented in this issue of The Yale Journal of Biology and
Medicine are a testimony to the broad range of topics which have been influenced by
registries such as this one.
These papers represent a selection of the presentations from the two meetings
commemorating the fiftieth anniversary ofthe Connecticut Tumor Registry. The Yale
symposium on Cancer Epidemiology Today began the celebration on December 9,
1985, in New Haven, and the International Agency for Cancer Research concluded the
week's events in Hartford from December 10 through 12. The papers range from a
historical perspective of the development of the Connecticut Tumor Registry to new
methodologic developments in cancerepidemiology to theunveilingofa national policy
ofcancer control. The presentations from these meetings signify more than the success
of one registry in Connecticut; they emphasize the cumulative success of cancer
registries throughout the world and point toward the work that remains ahead in order
to control cancer.
We would like to thank several organizations for their cooperation and support.*
The efforts and contributions of these groups made the meetings a great success, and
we are extremely grateful. We also acknowledge the efforts of Drs. Calum Muir and
Mary McCrea Curnen for their help in organizing these meetings. Finally we would
like to thank Ann Marie Tears and Suzanne Lande for helping to prepare this
commemorative issue ofthe Journal.
DWIGHT T. JANERICH
STEPHEN B. GRUBER
*American Cancer Society, Connecticut Division; Bristol Meyers; Connecticut State Medical Society;
Connecticut Hospital Association; Tumor Registrars Association of Connecticut; Yale Comprehensive
Cancer Center; Department of Epidemiology and Public Health, Yale University School of Medicine
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